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The Wild Ass in Ancient Arabic Poetry: Description and Identification
Dr. Abdurrahman Nasser al-Saeed

This paper discusses the identification of the wild ass in the writings of some
modern scholars and discusses their opinions with the goal of removing confusion
in that regard. It also the distribution of the wild ass at the present time, as well as
the disappearance of the last Arabian wild ass. Attention is also given to the
striped wild ass (zebra). Then, the article focuses on a description of the color and
gender of the wild ass and the she-ass in ancient Arabic poetry, the common ass
and the wild ass in Arab miniatures, and the wild ass in the most famous books of
animals. The paper includes photographs showing the last Arabian wild ass, com-
parisons between the common ass and the wild ass, and groups of wild asses; in
addition to illustrations of the geographic distribution of the wild ass in the world
and its genome.
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Abb 3. Syrischer Halbesel. Man beachte
den Spiegel und Flankenfleek Kaiser phot.
1924

Abb 2. Syrischer Halbesel. Spiegel und
Aalstrich deutlich sichtbar Kaiser phot.
1924
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Abb 1. Syrischer Halbesel. in
einer Galoppwendung. Das Bild
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